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ARBITRARY ARRESTS NOVEMBER 1979 - MARCH 1980 

1979 
November 

23 104 mainly young people \.¡ere arrested during an unauthorized 
protest demonstration in front of ex-President Frei's house held 
because the government had forbidden a celebration on the 
occasion of the ex-President's return from Europeo Sorne of them 
were later released but 72 were detained (58 men and 14 women), 
almost· all residents of the port of San Antonio and the resort of 
Llolleo. After five days they were released uncharged~ Among 
the detainees was Miguel Salazar, President of the Democratic 
Youth Movementa 

24 Police carrie9 out a series of searches in suburban areas of 
Santiago a They were reported to be looking íor the perpetrators 
oí an attempted raid on a supermarket as well as for members oí 
the MIR (Movimiento de Iz uierda Revolucionaria; Movement of the 
Revolutionary Left o More than 300 buildings were said to have 
been searched and 600 arrests made. 57 people were arrested in 
the Nuevo Amanecer shanty town and over 400 in two different parts 
of the José María Caro shanty town. There were also reports of 
arrests in La Granja and La Florida shanty towns. Many of those 
arrested are alleged to have been ill-treated in the police stations 
to which they were taken. The searches in the poor areas appear 
to have been conducted in order to intimidate the population. 
This is indicated by the testimonies of some of the housewives 
concerned. Those arrested were held for short periods only. 

29 46 young people (35 men and 11 women) were arrested and detained 
for five days following a street demonstration in Paseo Ahumada 
(in the centre of Santiago), organized by the Christian Democratic 
Youth. They had been distributing copies of a speech made by 
ex-President Frei in Viña del Mar. 

end Another wave of arrests occurred when "'!be First Seminar for the 
November Rights of Youth in Chile" was banned. The government ordered the 

many delegates who had come from abroad to leave the country and 
eventually arrested some of them. The President of the National 
Commiss ion for the Rights of Youth, Guillermo Yungue, was followed 
as he drove home with his wife and son. Seven cars joined in the 
chase, and he \>/as threatened wi th arrest and even more dramatic 
measures. In view of this, his lawyer made an appeal for his 
protection (recurso de amparo) to the Santiago Appeals Court. 
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. end Carabineros (uniformed police) broke up lightning meetings near 
November the National Library and Miraflores Street in Santiago organized 

mainly by women carrying saucepans protesting agaínst the rise in 
the cost of living. The participants attempted to approach 
Edificio Diego Portales, the seat of government. About 20 people 
were reportee .. arrested and held for a short periodo 

January - March 

Throughout January and .. February the securi ty forces .c.ontinued their tactics 
of harassment and surveillance of suspected opponents of the governmento One 
p~etext which has been used for numerous raids on homes in Santiago, and for 
the short term arrest of a number of people, has been that of looking for 
Andrés Pascal Allende, nephew of the former President Salvador Alle~de and 
leader of the MIRo Three armed robberies were attributed to the MIR by the 
police, who allege that Pascal Allende could have been involved in the raíds. 
At the beginning of March, 50 suspects were arrested and held for several 
days, although no charges were brought against them. 

March 

6 On 8 March, International Women's Day, hundreds of demonstrators 
took to the streets for a massi ve rally o·rganized by the women' s 
section of the National Trade Union Coordinator (Coordinadora 
Nacional Sindical - CNS). Prior to this march the CNS had asked 
permission from the government but this had been refused because 
of the "political intention" of the rally. However, they decided 
to ~o ahead because they wished "to show to Chile and to the world 
the real situation in our country. We wish also to show that 
Chilean women are for democracy." The National Secretariat of 
Women, a government body, also tried to stop the rally saying that 
the only appropriate date for Chilean women to organize a rally 
was on 2 December. This is the date designated by General 
Pinochet on which Chilean women should demonstrate their energetic 
rejection of international marxismo Pro-government newspapers 
said that 8 March \l/as a date created by Moscow and that the CNS 
was preparing meetings to stir up trouble and to take the 
opportunity to agitate about disappeared prisoners and the question 
of the return of exiles. 

Demonstrations took place in Chile's three main cities, Santiago, 
Concepci6n and Valparaíso. Police reaction to these peaceful 
rallies was .brutal. 110 people were arrested in Santiago and 26 
in Valparaíso. The detainees in Santiago were held in various 
police stations for five days accused of dtsorder in the streets. 
Amongst those arrested were several w~;ll. ·known trade uníon leaders; 
a well known journalist from the magazine "Hoy", José Maldawsky 
(the Association of Journalists presented a recurso de amparo on 
his behalf); Vilma Cristina Blamey Vásquez (wife of a political 
prisoner at present released on bail)j Miohele Jobel Monet (wife 
of a political prisoner Guillermo Leblanc Castillo); and Liliana 
Contreras Repollera (daughter of Raúl L6pez Peralta, a political 
prisoner). The prisoners were reportedly subjected to 
interrogations by the eNI Csecurity police) and were held 
incommunicado. 
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The Minister of the Interior announced that 12 of the detainees 
were to be banished by order of General Pinochet, each for a 
period of three months, to various remete villages, mostly in the 
extreme north or south of Chilea The other prisoners were 
released "under observation". They too would be banished if 
caught again participating in any sort of protesto The people who 
were banished were referred to as "repeated offenders ll • The next 
time they "offend" their punishment will be exile. These measures 
indicate a new tactic of repression by the government. The 
intention is clearly to silence people active in the opposition in 
Chile by using the new laws of the state of emergency to intimidate 
them. The harshness of tbéce measures taken against peaceful 
demonstrators denotes fear in government circles on account of the 
increasing number of public demonstrations, meetings and 
~eclarations of protest against their policies. These arrests 
were also seen as a warning to those who intended to take part 
in demonstrations on 1 May. The government's measures invoked 
strong national and international criticism¡ 13 United States 
Congressmen sent a telegram to Sergio Fernández, the Minister of 
the Interior, saying: "We protest the detention, illegal 
interrogation and exile of those Chileans who were merely 
exerc1s1ng their traditional rights under Chilean law, rights of 
freedom of expression and peaceful demonstrationa" 

Twoards the end of March the Minister of the Interior announced 
that a further five people who were arrested for celebrating 
International Women's Day were to be sent into internal exile. 
The five were: Jorge Hurtado Guzmán, student¡ José Rubií~ Rivera, 
an engineer¡ Osvaldo Muñoz Toro, student¡ Florencio Valenzuela 
Corte, student¡ and Carlos Zamora Varas, Director of Folkloric 
Activities at the French-Chilean Institute. The Minister of the 
Interior announced that the five people had been freed "under 
observation" and that "ne\'! evidence" made it necessary for them 
to be banished. The other prisoners arrested on International 
Women's Day, and later released, remain "under observation". 



• 


